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199 seats, the Germans 72, the Hungarians one, and the
German-Hungarians nine. As fax as political opinion was
concerned, 50.16 per cent of the votes were Socialist
and 48.84 per cent anti-Socialist.

Of these Parties, the largest was the Republican Party
of Farmers and Small Peasants (i.e. Agrarian Party). Its
beginnings go back to 1896. In 1911 it was already
sending five deputies to the Austrian Reichsrat. When
the Great War broke out in 1914 it was, under the leader-
ship of Antonin Svehlas, one of the strongest Czech
political Parties, with thirty-seven members in the
Reichsrat and forty-five in the Landtag. In April 1919
the Party took its present name and drew up its present
programme which states, among other things: * Faithful
to the Republic, we shall do everything to make her the
mother of all citizens, without distinction of nation,
religion or occupation. Her principles shall never be
based on force, but on justice, truth, Democracy and
parliamentary government.' Then follow the particular
demands of the peasants and farmers, especially land-
reform, which is aimed at the large estates which are to
be given back to the peasants. ' The land and the fight
for the land,* runs the revised programme of 1922, * is
the axis of the history of our people, of the Czechs and
Slovaks.' Therefore distribution of the land and Demo-
cratic agrarianism.

In the first parliamentary elections of 1920 the Party
obtained 845,663 votes, with forty seats in the Chamber
and nineteen seats in the Senate. 181,000 of the votes
were given to the Slovak Agrarian Party. The Party